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This special issue of Asian Perspective focuses on Russia's relations with the Asia Pacific region. The authors-Russian, Chinese, and American-present different theoretical approaches to the topic, including alternatives to the mainstream realist view of Rus sia as a major power using geopolitical strategies to establish itself in the Asia Pacific and Eurasia.
The diverse theoretical approaches to explaining RussianAsian relations reflect a trend of growing internationalization in Russian studies of international relations (IR) . This trend could facilitate Russian contributions to an emerging global IR theorya project that draws on multiple concepts from both Western and non-Western sources, extrapolating from local knowledge and generalizing to the global (Acharya 2016) . The global IR project may create the possibility for a more intelligible common Asia Pacific discourse among IR scholars.
Russian Realism
Russian scholars and officials rely primarily on the discourse of realist balance of power and geopolitical diplomacy even within Asian multilateral regimes whereas other scholars and officials use a discourse based on multilateralism. Russian scholars with their Asian and Western counterparts have not yet achieved a common discourse within a global epistemic community defined as "a network of professionals with recognized expertise and competence in a particular domain and an authoritative claim to policy relevant knowledge within that domain or issue-area" (Haas 1992, 3 ). An epistemic community, a transnational network of knowledgeable scholars, can promote understanding and help decisionmakers resolve international issues. (Bordachev 2014) . During the Soviet era, because of the applied nature of most IR research, researchers could only present their work in the form of an essay that was intentionally devoid of discussions on the oretical approaches (Lebedeva 2017, 14 (Omelicheva and Zubytska 2016) . This limits the possibility that Russian studies of IR will con nect with the global academic discourse on international relations.
Another legacy of the Soviet era still found in the work of older scholars, and witnessed often by the author while residing in Rus sia, is the reliance on conspiracy theories regarding plots against the Soviet Union/Russia-a result of isolation and a lack of infor mation and research materials. In post-Soviet writings, there are a few scattered remnants of conspiracy in scholarly publications, although research resources are much more abundant and ascer taining objective truth more possible (Borenstein 2014) . Nonscholarly broadcasts, such as the international television channel Russia Today, continue to rely on conspiracy theories, using them as a tool of public diplomacy (Yablokov 2015) .
Reliance on conspiracy as the explanatory variable, without the kind of empirical verification required in Western social science analysis, is an impediment to participation in a global IR. An example is the xenophobic Izborsky Club, whose mission is to oppose foreign thought which it considers "manipulations imple mented in the Russian policy by foreign centers of influence as well as the 'fifth column' inside the country" (Lebedeva 2017, 6 ). This is a minority perspective and not a mainstream view. Younger scholars, working and studying overseas and participating in inter national scholarly exchanges and international society, are much less likely to reflect xenophobic views (Sergunin 2016, 205) .
Explaining Russian Foreign Policy Behavior
After the demise of the Soviet Union, Russian IR was no longer dominated by Marxist-Leninist ideology. There Sergunin, however, argues that analysis of empirical data risks being merely descriptive without theory; therefore, it is "useless and counterproductive to contrapose theory to empirical knowledge" (Sergunin 2016, 27 (Tsygankov and Tsygankov 2017) .
Postmodern IR theory, drawing from Michel Foucault and Jacques Derrida, questions the relationship between power and the ory and thus seems less useful for foreign policy applications. Russ ian scholars argue that postmodernist IR theory has not had much influence in Russia because it does not contribute to defining Russ ian national identity and national interests (Sergunin 2004, 30-32) .
Constructivism and Eurasianism
Constructivism is usefully applied to studying how scholars and political elites construct Russia's national identity. Russian soci ologists practice a sociology of IR that focuses on international norms, institutions, identities, and culture and is compatible with constructivism. Among Russian sociologists, there are some who utilize the English School's interest in international society (Omelicheva and Zubytska 2016) .
Some critics argue that Eurasianism is a constructivist approach for Russia confined to a domestic narrative of Russia's national identity, a domestic discourse isolated from world processes. Russ ian foreign policy stems from this domestically constructed identity disconnected from both the theory and practice of international relations, contributing to tensions with the West and the post-Soviet states (Zevelev 2016 ).
Russia's Eurasianism has been analyzed by the West in con junction with "status theory" to explain Russia's quest to regain its status as a great power within a Eurasian bloc even at great cost to its own national interests. Status theory unsympathetically views Russian foreign policy behavior as "'irrational,' 'unpredictable,' 'emotional' and 'voluntaristic'" (Sergunin 2016, 59-65) .
Although Eurasianism appears to be ascendant with official government support, it presents difficulties for Russian participa tion in the global IR project. Eurasianism could form the basis of a Russian national school of IR, but it does not connect with Western or Asian schools of IR and the concept has few adherents outside of Russia. Asian scholars remain skeptical as to its purpose, claim ing it is used to justify major-power status for Russia and to claim a right to an influential role in East Asia (Rangsimapom 2006) . 
Asian IR Theory
